Why did I start woodworking.

Shop class
My interest in woodworking started when I was in junior high school. That was long before the term middle school was created.  I was fortunate that the junior high I attended was originally a junior- senior high and they did not remove all of the equipment when the school was converted to junior high only. This was my first exposure to woodworking machinery. 
 I had several shop teachers, none of them very good. The first would not let anyone touch the tools; we just sat at the benches and read the textbook.  Number two teacher would not let us use power tools. Only hand tools; but he didn’t teach us how to sharpen them.   Number three was the type that if he felt you were somewhat competent, he did not care which machine you used as long as it was not the table saw or jointer.  But he still did not teach us how to sharpen or use any of the tools.
These teachers tried to show us what not to do. This kept shop class somewhat safe.  I know I would not want to be in a room full of teenage boys and power tools. They had their hands full trying to keep us from hurting ourselves and others. They were mostly successful. 
I really enjoyed shop class.


