March column
Unlike last month the woodworking magazines have not been driving me to using my column as a soapbox to complain about editorial selection for publication. I understand the editorial dilemma of finding articles that sell magazines. After all it is about making money by selling magazines.  
Articles have come back around to pointing out that you can buy older heavy duty machines for a fraction of the cost of new shiny tools. At least old heavy duty machinery was built to standards that would mean continued accuracy and durability for decades if maintained. Only time will tell if modern machinery will last for generations. 
 Next I see an article describing how to make our bevel down planes work as well as a bevel up. Considering these new and improved tools are based on 60 plus year old designs, these articles are very similar to the old woodworking class textbooks published in the 30’s. But with improved photography and illustrations they are so much easier to understand. How about pointing out the metallurgical improvements in the cutters available today?  Fifteen years ago I  remember reading about how the old cutters were better than the current ones. But now the new new cutters are actually superior to the old steel.
Should I point out the downfall of most hand woodworking tools was by manufacturers trying by any and all means to make them less expensive or more profitible. Instead of making them a better value they made inferior tools that were very frustrating to use.
We have better manufacturing technology today. It is about time some manufacturers started using superior manufacturing and materials to improve the value of the tools we buy. I would hope the discussion of the real needs of woodworkers could improve what tools we use and how we use them. 
See you in March
Leroy

