February column
 While reading the latest issues of mainstream woodworking magazines I was surprised to see on the front cover a bookcase that to me just looked wrong. Upon closer examination the cabinetmaker used fine domestic hardwoods, high quality workmanship and hardware, the construction joinery was well thought out and the finish seemed appropriate. So what is my problem with the project? It just looks wrong. The proportions of the carcass sides to the shelf were wrong, the visual weight of the base is wrong. So if I were building this project how would I decide what to change? 
 Our most important tools are most often the least used; our eyes and our intellect. When we look at anything we see proportions. When something does not appear pleasing to the eye and we do not know why we have tools that can be used to help solve issues of proportion. The functional necessities of any project will define some dimensions for us. Tables need to have their height determined by their use or function. Bookshelves need to be deep enough for books etc. How the dimensions of parts relate to each other will affect the overall appearance and are within our control. 
There is a website I would like to recommend goldennumber.net  this site has much information on  how Fibonacci numbers and phi are everywhere in our natural and manmade world. 

