
 
Recently, Lee Maly and I, each made rocking chairs. 
We will show one and explain the making of these 
chairs at the August meeting.  This could be the ideal 
Christmas gift for that certain someone so come 
check it out.   
 

Spouses and/or significant others are invited to 
this demonstration. 

 

 
We are in for a special treat at the next meeting; 
Alfred Peterson and Lee Maly are bringing the 
beautiful rocking chairs they recently made. If 
you were at the July meeting, you saw the 
clever clamping jig that Al and Lee made to 
fashion the curved headrest for these chairs.  

 
I have made a few chairs and can say they were the most 
challenging of my furniture projects. Hearing first hand from 
the horse’s mouth on the building of these chairs is going to 
be valuable to us all.  
 
The picnic sign-up list will also be passed around for the last 
time, please let us know if you are attending and how many 
guests you will be bringing. 
 
And remember to work on our Christmas toy projects for the 
children at the Sienna Francis House – we will be collecting 
them at the December meeting 
 

VOLUME 23   Number 7                      

VICE-PRESIDENT’S LETTER…...BY ALFRED PETERSEN 

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN ………….. 
                                                    By Bernie Devlin 

  The Omaha Woodworkers Guild is a 
nonprofit educational organization.  Our 
purpose is to help those interested in 
woodworking to help each other in their 
woodworking endeavors; to provide a forum 
for the exchange of ideas; and to provide 
demonstrations of woodworking techniques 
procedures and operations. 
  “Omaha Wood-Herald”, the official monthly 
newsletter of the Omaha Woodworkers Guild,  
is mailed to members, sponsors and associates 
of the Guild.  Please send newsletter 
contributions to the editor, listed below, or to 
OWG Editor, PO Box 241403, Omaha, NE 
68124-5403. Unless otherwise noted articles 
may be reprinted with attribution. 
 

President 
  Bernie Devlin                         402-556-8121 
                                              Devlin@cox.net 
Vice President 
   Alfred Petersen  402-721-7500 
                                      
Secretary 
   John McManus 402-289-4165 
                                    jmcmanus66@cox.net 
Membership 
   John Bartels 402-690-4464 
                                  prairietrees@gmail.com 
Treasurer 
   Pat Brennan                          402-965-8979 
                                 patrick.brennan@bp.com 
 Librarian 
    Eugene Carkoski                  402-896-3627 
                                   emcarkoski@tconl.com 
Assistant Librarian 
    Tom Wheeler                        712-527-2951 
                                 iowawheelers@msn.com 
Editor 
   Walt Strain                             402-697-7990 
                             parkdalewoods@tconl.com 
Circulation  
    Ken Gribsby                          402-296-3690 
                                     jayhawksNE@aol.com 
Webmaster 
    George Sinos                         402-592-2876 
                                                  gsinos@att.net 

July 2008  



Recent Project 
 

Back in March of 2007, Alfred Petersen brought in t he plans and a sample of 
the Legacy Boxes he constructs. I took home a copy of the plans and shared 
the idea with my wife and while she thought Alfred’ s box was very attractive, 
she envisioned something larger that would hold the  various memorabilia    
created and collected by one of our children that h ad been saved from child-
hood through college. The box was sized to accommod ate posters that were 
collected at various plays, concerts and sporting e vents along with photos and 
school papers dating back  to  grade  school. The  construction  is  of  oak  and  
finished with 3-coats of varnish - it is not intend ed to be a piece of furniture but 
rather  a  sturdy  container that  holds  memories.   The absence of the lock was 
intentional.                                                                                                            Walt           
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NEXT MEETING 
 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
 
Please submit any articles you 
want printed in the next  news-
letter to me by August 20th . 
Thank you.                      Walt                              

WANTED  
Members to be Mentors.  If you   
are willing to share your particular   
expertise with others, call or e-mail 
Walt Strain. A Mentors list is 
printed in this newsletter. 

NEXT MEETING 
August 5th, 7:00 PM 

At 
40 & 8 Club 

3113 South 70th Street 
Omaha, NE 

 

 GUILD MEMBERS 
 

THIS IS YOUR SPACE AND YOU’RE FREE TO USE IT TO LIST ITEMS FOR  SALE OR SOLICIT 
NEEDED INFORMATION 

 

E-mail your for sale items or requests to Walt Strain at: 
parkdalewoods@tconl.com 
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Scenes from the July meeting……….. 
Photos courtesy of Bernie Devin 

Alfred Petersen 
and 

Lee Maly  
 

Demonstrated a 
cooper cable clamp 

used in barrel making 
 
 
 

Bob Beckerbauer 
made a highly 

detailed fire truck 

Note the truck is  
complete with helmets 
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More scenes from the July meeting……... 

 
 

Randy Crawford 
brought in an 

antique wood plane 
capable of planing 
convex or concave 

surfaces  
 

Eugene Carkoski demonstrated  
his moisture meter 

 
Gene Kathol  made holders  

for his scroll saw blades  
from plastic pipe and a 
sand paper cutter from  
a used hacksaw blade  

fastened to a board 



Highlights from Dick John’s Wood Finishing Presenta tion 
 

Courtesy of John Bartels  
 
The 3-primary stains are: Penetrating, Wiping and G el  
 
Oak is easiest to stain - Soft Maple and Birch are nice to work with. 
 
Cherry:  Use 50% Cherry and 50% Red Mahogany Stain to get Cherry color with Cherry wood.  Put 
sealer down first then second coat with wiping stain. 
 
Walnut:  Walnut has a lot of sapwood which doesn’t stain well.  If you stain walnut it gets darker.  
Use light walnut aerosol on walnut sanded to 120 with 1-finish coat.  You can buy stain in aerosol 
cans locally at Applichem, Inc. 
 
Pine:  Gel stain looks the best on pine.  Use wood conditioner and penetrating stain and if the color 
looks weak, use conditioner followed by wiping stain.  Clear stain can be used in place of  
conditioner. 
 
Birch:  Birch stains well with any color you want - use penetrating stain, sand with 120 or 180 then 
come back with the wiping stain. 
 
Oak:  Oak is easy to stain - apply your stain directly without conditioners.  To stain oak black use  
India ink and this can be purchased locally from Dick Blick.  Oak can be white washed with Pickering 
white for a blond affect.  To get old time look with oak, take early American stain then take dark  
walnut Watco to highlight followed with a nice satin finish.  Slap a couple times with a ball peen  
hammer to give character!  Take red oak and use 2-part bleach which will get you white oak; except 
for the grain pattern differs between white and red oak. 
 
Mahogany:  Mahogany is supposed to be red, but is really a brownish color and is very porous.  
Use CrystalLac to fill the pores - McFeeley sells this product.  Rub CrystalLac on then use a plastic 
scraper to off the excess.  
 
Ash:  Great alternative to Oak.  Not as deep pores but a lot of grain rays.   
 
John prefers wiping stains.  He tints his lacquers since he has spray equipment.  He likes varnish if 
you have to brush vs. using the water borne stuff.  If you shake water born too much you get  
bubbles.  With varnish, the last coat is only as good as previous coats.  Buy a nice oil based paint 
brush.  Thin varnish 50% with mineral spirits for the first coat.   
 

Wanted - Country Store Merchandise! 
We are looking for handcrafted wood items that would be a good fit in our 
Country Store. Items will be sold on a consignment basis.  

Call Ken Kratky for more details. 
402 234-2481 or 312-4831  
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 See color photos on our website:                     
www.OmahaWoodworkers.org 

 

GUILD MENTORS  
 

Need help with a project? Our Guide Mentors are 
eager to help – feel free to call any of the following:  
      

Wood Staining and Finishing -- Dick Johns             
712 366-1575                                       

  djwoodshop@msn.com 
 

Computer Drafting Applications – Gene Brady      
402 333-9020 

 ebrady@ieee.org 
 

General Furniture – Dennis Nygard                           
402 292-8369 

djnwoods@cox.net   
 
Segmented Bowl Turning Skills – Mike Doughtery   

402 572-8454 
No internet address 

OMAHA WOODWORKERS  
                 GUILD 
P.O. Box 241403 
Omaha, NE  68124-5403 

 

Available Woodworkers  
Discounts  

 
Diamond Vogel – 77th & L 

Contractor’s price with card 
 

Midwest Woodworkers  
10% most items with card 

 
Woodcraft Store-Lenexa, Ks 


