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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN ………….. 
by Rick Froehlich 

  The Omaha Woodworkers Guild is a 
nonprofit educational organization.  Our 
purpose is to help those interested in 
woodworking to help each other in their 
woodworking endeavors; to provide a forum 
for the exchange of ideas; and to provide 
demonstrations of woodworking techniques 
procedures and operations. 
  “Omaha Wood-Herald”, the official monthly 
newsletter of the Omaha Woodworkers Guild,  
is mailed to members, sponsors and associates 
of the Guild.  Please send newsletter 
contributions to the editor, listed below, or to 
OWG Editor, PO Box 241403, Omaha, NE 
68124-5403. Unless otherwise noted articles 
may be reprinted with attribution. 
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Membership 
   Bernie Devlin 402-556-8121 
                                               devlin@cox.net 
Treasurer 
   Pat Brennan                          402-965-8979 
                         patrick.brennan@nngco.com 
Librarian 
   Doug Peetzke 402-697-0786 
                                        peetzke@radiks.net 
Assistant Librarian 
    Eugene Carkoski                  402-896-3627 
                                  emcarkoski@tconl.com 
Editor 
   Walt Strain                            402-697-7990 
                            parkdalewoods@tconl.com 
Circulation  
    Ken Gribsby                         402-292-9343 
                                   jayhawksNE@aol.com 
Webmaster 
    George Sinos                        402-592-2876 
                                                gsinos@att.net 

 
 According to the calendar spring is here and it is 
time for me  to start planning and gather my 
thoughts for upcoming meetings and summer    

activities for our guild.  Thanks to Albert, our meetings programs 
have been a breeze for me, as Albert can always come up with 
educational and interesting wood skill demonstrations.  Each 
guild officer and committee member has everything under control 
and running smoothly so I guess my next order of business is to 
officially announce our Fourth Annual Woodcraftsman Contest 
for 2007!  
  
The contest again will be held at our annual picnic on Saturday, 
July 7th at Zorinsky Lake.  More details on the OWG Picnic will 
be given out in our June and July newsletters! 
  
Something new this year for the Woodcraftsman Contest is the 
theme:  "Joys of Wooden Toys ”.  Just about every woodworker 
at one time or another has made a toy for that special child and 
sometimes even for their own enjoyment! Wooden toy making 
can incorporate many different woodworking skills such as:  con-
tainer making, woodturning, cabinet making, carving, scroll saw-
ing and furniture making.  This can and should be a lot of fun and 
also very interesting for our members and guests at the picnic! 
  
Some examples include:   Rocking chairs, rocking horses, doll 
size furniture, doll houses, sleds, wagons, pull or push toys, 
games and puzzles, trains, planes  automobiles, yard toys, toy 
chests, wheeled toys and working models. 
  

Categories:  
 
OPEN …….. OWG member may enter up to three (3) projects for 
judging!           
 

Winners for 1st-2nd-3rd Place! 
 
 

Continued on page 2 
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NEXT MEETING 
May 2, 7:00 PM 

AT 
Disabled American Veterans 

4515 “F” Street  
Omaha, NE 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
 
Please submit any articles 
you want printed in the next 
newsletter to me by May 18th.  
Thank you.                      Walt                              

WANTED  
Members to be Mentors.  If you   
are willing to share your particular   
expertise with others, call or e-mail 
Rich Froehlich.  A Mentors list is 
published in this newsletter.. 

Available Discounts  
Diamond Vogel –77th & L 
Contractor’s price 
Woodcraft Store-Lenexa, Ks 
10% with your OWG card 
Midwest Woodworkers  
10% most items with card 
Hardwood Heaven—Lincoln  
10% with your OWG card —
tools are not included 

 
Categories – continued:  
 
EARLY AMERICA .......OWG members  may enter up to three (3) 
projects for judging!  All projects must be made using only non-
electrical hand tools. 

Winners for 1st-2nd-3rd Place! 
 

Competition Rules:  
 

(1)  You must be an OWG member; 
 
(2)  All project entries must be constructed of at least 80% wood; 
 
(3)  You may enter up to three (3) projects per category; 
 
(4)  Entered projects must have been 100% made, finished and/
or decorated by competitor; 
 
(5)  All toys or related projects must be "child play size” – sorry, 
no baby furniture; 
                       
(6)  Competitors can win only one cash award; 
 
(7)  Competitors can enter both categories, but must have   
separate entry projects per category….no cross-over project    
entries please! 
  

Omaha Woodworkers Guild "TUBYPHOR CONTEST"  
   
I originally was going to give this contest a rest for a year, 
because we only had three entries last year, but several of you 
said to do it again, so here we go! 
  

TUBYPHOR Contest Rules  
 

This year, our TOBYPHOR contest will follow the theme of 
wooden toys!  A competitor must make a toy using only one   
common 8 foot long 2 X 4!    Use as much of your 2 X 4 as you 
want, but no more extra wood allowed!   Winner will be judged on 
Best Use of Material, Originality, Complexity and Construction! 
 

Winner Places for 1st - 2nd - 3rd 
  
I hope that we get 100% participation, so jump-in and show your 
woodworking skills again this year!  Win or lose we all have a fun 
time with this event at our picnic!  It always amazes me the      
projects our members make each year, so let's make this year 
the best yet!   See you at the next meeting.                            Rick 

SHOW AND TELL          
Paul’s  example of hand cut 
dovetail door frame joinery 

from days gone by.  
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VICE-PRESIDENT ALFRED PETERSEN’S MESSAGE 

SECRETARY’S REPORT  BY JOHN MCMANUS 

At our May meeting, professional furniture restorer, Dick Johns, will demonstrate the 
various procedures that he applies to his projects to obtain the best possible finish.  
Dick  is a highly skilled craftsman and his demonstration will be very educational. 

  
  
  

The April meeting of the Omaha Woodworkers Guild was attended by 25 members 
and one guest, Thornton Traces' friend, Roger.  Walt Strain took over for Rick 
Froelich.  Dick Johns showed some zodiac ring boxes with laser cut graphics. Paul 

Christoffersen showed an old door frame member with dovetail joinery.  Pat Brennan read the   
treasurer’s report and it was accepted.  The night’s program was by Alfred Peterson on making hand 
cut dovetail joints.  Alfred also mentioned that Dick Johns is going to do a program on furniture     
finishing.  We had a discussion on choices of glue and Eugene asked members to look for a wood-
working disc that is missing from the library. The meeting adjourned at 8:40. 
 

Alfred  
demonstrates the art of  

hand cut dovetails 
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOS FROM LAST MONTH’S DEMONSTRATION 

PLANNING, 
MEASURING, 

CUTTING,  
AND THEN THE FINISHED  

PRODUCT 
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Please Support Our Commercial Members  

MENTORS 
 

Need help with a project? Our Guide Mentors are  
eager to help – feel free to call any of the following:  
      
Wood Staining and Finishing -- Dick Johns                                               
 712 366-1575  
 djwoodshop@msn.com 
 
Mission Furniture – Bernie Devlin 
 402 556-8121 
 devlin@cox.net 
 
Scroll Sawing Skills – Rick Froelich 
 402 991-3880 
 rfroehlich1948@cox.net 
 
Computer Drafting Applications – Gene Brady 
 402 333-9020 
ebrady@ieee.org 
 
General Furniture – Dennis Nygard 
 402 292-8369 
djnwoods@cox.net   

 

 WANTED 
 

Country Store Merchandise! 
We are looking for handcrafted wood items 
that would be a good fit in our Country 
Store to be opening soon.  Items will be 
sold on a consignment   basis.  
 

Call Ken Kratky for more details. 
402 234-481 or 312-4831  



 
Omaha Woodworkers Guild Members Judge Student Projects 

 
 The OPS Industrial Technology Competition Day was held on Saturday April 14.  One of the new events was 
an Excellence in Woodworking show and juried competition. We were most pleased to have the judges for this 
competition come directly from the Omaha Woodworkers Guild. Our President, Rick Froehlich, and our Vice 
President, Alfred Petersen, spent considerable time scrutinizing each of the entries. In the end, three projects 
were selected exhibiting the best of the projects exhibited. The winners were all from Omaha South High.  
First place was a chessboard made completely from scratch. All of the winners are students of Bryan Busteed. 
Awards included medals, a first place trophy and very nice gifts from Midwest Woodworkers, Inc.  Congratu-
lations to all of the winners and special thanks to Rick and Alfred for their time and expertise. 
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