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  The Omaha Woodworkers Guild is a nonprofit 
educational organization.  Our purpose is to help 
those interested in woodworking to help each 
other in their woodworking endeavors; to provide 
a forum for the exchange of ideas; and to provide 
demonstrations of woodworking techniques 
procedures and operations. 
  “Omaha Wood-Herald”, the official monthly 
newsletter of the Omaha Woodworkers Guild,  is 
mailed to members, sponsors and associates of the 
Guild.  Please send newsletter contributions to the 
editor, listed below, or to OWG Editor, PO Box 
241403, Omaha, NE 68124-5403. Unless 
otherwise noted articles may be reprinted with 
attribution. 
 

President 
  Rick Froehlich  402-991-3880 
                    Rfroehlich1948@aol.com 
Vice President 
   Jim Dalen  402-933-6607 
                                     jdalen@cox.net 
Secretary 
   John McManus 402-289-4165 
                          jmcmanus66@cox.net 
Membership 
   Gene Kathol 402-498-2908 
                                genefk@tconl.com 
Treasurer 
   Ken Grigsby 402-292-9343 
                         jayhawksNE@aol.com 
Librarian 
   Doug Peetzke 402-697-0786 
                               peetzke@radiks.net 
Editor 
   Walt Strain                   402-697-7990 
                           waltnjudy@tconl.com 

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN ………….. 
by Rick Froehlich 

If each of us could visit each others workshop, we 
soon would notice, that probably better than 90% of 
our members have very small workshops in which to 
do our woodworking pastime or hobby!  Now, we do 

have some members, who have a large professional woodworking 
shop or business environment setting, but again, most of us don't.  
We are most fortunate to live in a time when "portability" is a    
factor in this modern age.  This portability comes in handy for 
smaller work shops and especially electrical machinery associated 
with woodworking!  We can get this portability fine tuned, with the 
addition of WHEEL CASTERS! 
 
For the smaller work shop and large alike, Wheel Casters or just 
Casters, can make the positioning of shop equipment and clean-up 
much easier.  I'm in the process of mounting Casters on all of my 
larger woodworking equipment.  One thing you want to investigate, 
if you’re thinking about doing the same, is to the types of Casters 
available!  My suggestion is to stay away from the cheaper ones, as 
these might give you more problems over time.  Depending on your 
needs, try to buy Casters that are basically all the same size and get 
them large enough for the job intended!  On a large table saw, I like 
Casters in the 3" to 3 1/2" size range with neoprene tires.  I don't 
suggest all steel Casters, as they mark-up a concrete floor easily and 
are noisy!  Another decision besides size is Caster type.  There are 
360 degree swivel types, straight-line types and combinations that 
can be locked, so your machinery doesn't move on you while using 
it.  I use some of each in my shop, but one type on everything is a 
locking Caster or better yet, two locking Casters which keeps them 
from rolling around my shop during use of a machine. Application 
of Casters on a heavy work bench is  handy also! 
 
My woodshop is in my basement and only about 20'x25' in area, 
with a steel upper level floor post smack dab in the center to mess 
me up in cutting a full 4x8 sheet of plywood.  I can wrangle and    
position my table saw around and half of my other shop equipment 
to cut a full sheet of plywood, but usually just cut my full sheets out-
side or in my garage and carry half sheets down to my shop.  Does 
this sound familiar to any of you?  For those of you who might use 
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President’s Column continued from page one……….  TREASURER’S REPORT… 
BY KEN GRIGSBY 

VICE-PRESIDENT JIM  DALEN’S MESSAGE…... 

your family garage and have to compete with the family vehicles and 
all that stuff we seem to need in our garages.  Casters can make life a 
lot easier and make saw dust clean-up a snap!  I don't have a ducted 
dust or chip filtration system and rely on my homemade version and 
SHOP VAC.  So general portability or move ability is not a negative 
factor in my shop! 
 
The real benefit of Casters is at the end of the day at clean-up time, 
by just unlocking the Casters and pushing the piece of equipment to 
one side for sweeping the saw dust and other scraps up is much easier 
and helps keep a cleaner shop!  In ending, you might want to give 
Casters a try!  Some of our OWG Commercial Members carry a    
variety of Casters, so stop and look them over and tell them you’re 
also an OWG members and some will give you a discount!  See you at 
the next meeting, 
Rick 

 
 
I missed the last meeting but was  told that there still are a  few  bugs to be worked           
out with our new meeting place.    From what I’ve been told the solutions are being 
worked on so I expect  the May meeting will run a little smoother. 
 

       Our program this month will be presented by Jim Braswell, a factory representative from 
KREG.    He tells me that the   KREG   items are so easy to demonstrate and use that  he  will  have    
ample opportunity to answer any questions or  demonstrate any operation  that  you members  want 
addressed.  Here is your chance! 
 
         I hope all you members are well into any new projects for the Woodcrafters and/or Tubyphor        
contests.    Remember that  multiple entries are  encouraged and that previous projects that haven’t 
been entered in an OWG contest are also eligible for entry. 
 
                                                                  WORKSHOP TIP   
 
An expandable file with multiple sections makes a good storage location for sandpaper.  I’ve labeled 
the same grit size on two adjoining sections so I can store the new unused sheets in the rear section 
and partial and slightly used pieces in the front section ……………………………………………   Jim 

 

NEXT MEETING 
May 16, 2006,  7:00 PM 

At 

Lowe’s  
Home Center 

7525 Dodge Street 
Omaha, Ne 

  

New Programs are being  
scheduled now! 

 
Do you have an idea for a program 
you would like to see or present?   
Give Jim Dalen a call at 933-6607 
or email him at jdalen@cox.net 

 

 CLASSIFIED 
WANTED !............   Member needs 
to borrow perfect running Belt 
Sander for project on July 7th 
weekend.  Must be slightly under   
9 1/2 inches in width!    Contact.....                  
        R. Froehlich 991-3880  or  

RFroehlich1948@aol.com  

Beginning Balance     

 3/31/06                    $2,452.73               
     
Dues                              $0.00 
Postmaster                -$39.40 
Nabity Insurance   -$160.00 
Gene Kathol              -$141.20 
Garden Café.               -$79.80 
Ending Balance  
 4/30/06           $2,032.33 
 

                                             K.G. 
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The April meeting of the Omaha Woodworkers Guild was attended by 24 members 
and one guest, Merritt Andresen.  President Rick Froehlich presided over the meeting 
and asked for a volunteer to lengthen the cord on the public address speaker.   There 
was a discussion regarding an upgrade to the library cabinet so it can be brought over 
to our new meeting  place.    The  treasurer’s  report  was  read  and  approved.   Rick  

offered free scroll saw blades courtesy of Mike’s Workshop, Inc., Brandon, S.D.   
  
The night’s program was presented by Alfred Petersen and Thornton Traise. Alfred demonstrated 
making arches, ovals, ellipses, basket top arches and spirals. Thornton demonstrated making an  
ellipse using two points and a string. The meeting adjourned at approximately 8:20.    

SECRETARY’S REPORT  BY JOHN MCMANUS 

ANNOUNCING THE ANNUAL PICNIC 
and 

THE WORLDLY FAMOUS OWG BELT SANDER DRAG RACES 2006!  
  

OWG Members and Race Fans, 
Now's the time to borrow your best or worst friends Belt Sander and soup it up a little 
with a trick or two.  The Annual OWG Picnic this coming July 8th at Zorinsky Lake will 
be the place for guild members to meet in heated racing competition for our fun       
Belt Sander Drag Race's!  
  
Description of Race:  
Belt Sander Drag Racing, is very similar to Auto Drag Racing, but geared down to Belt 
Sander size!  Two Belt Sanders race down a specially designed drag strip (track) from 
a dead stop to the finish line.  First there is declared the winner of that run!  This is an 
elimination event and the last Belt Sander winning the final trip down the strip is      
declared Champion!  The OWG Drag strip is over 24 feet long and has a 8' section for 
shut-down.  Electrical power to each sander is controlled by a Master Control and 
Race Master, Ken Kratky.  Each competitor watches the strip lights and has a power 
button for his lane.  When the light goes green, HIT YOUR SWITCH! 
  
Belt Sander Rules: 
(1).... Racer must be a TRUE out of the box Belt Sander. 
(2).... Belt Sanders may be modified with bumpers and/or rollers.  Any bumpers 
         and/or rollers must not be over 3 inches high to the top of bumper/rollers. 
         Track lanes have a 3 inch high guide rail on each side! 
(3).... Overall LANE width is 9 1/2 inches!  If your sander is to wide...it can't race! 
(4).... Put a number or name on your Belt Sander Racer! 
  
Little Hint! .. YOU WANT HIGH RPM AND MAKE IT GO STRAIGHT!  
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Reminder……………...PRESIDENT’S PROJECT  
 
 

Omaha Woodworkers Guild  
2006 SANTA TOY HANDBOOK   

  

Fellow OWG members and toy makers!  I'm in the proc ess of compiling a hand-
book of the toys our members have made this year an d in past years, for our 
Guild Library as a reference booklet for all OWG me mbers.  This reference 
booklet would be a big help for new members, as wel l as older members.  The 
first issue would be made available for checking-ou t, with the possibility of    
additional copies printed for individual members, w ho would like their own   
personal copy.  The publication and it's contents w ill include the story of why 
our Guild makes these toys and where they go after they are completed.  Volun-
teer contributor's (OWG members only!), will have a  photo of their toy, with  
construction spec's and details, along with some he lp hints and comments, 
from it's maker.  You must be willing to share your  toy idea with others, to be  
included in this project!  THIS WILL BE AN ONGOING PROJECT FOR 2006, and 
hopefully ready by late 2006 or early 2007.   If you would like to contribute to 
this effort, and want your toy(s) in the Handbook, I need a good clear photo of 
your toy(s), or better, the toy itself,  to be photographed for your page.  In        
addition, construction measurements and spec's with  other short details about 
your toy(s) and you, as the maker!  
  

Please contact me soon, to reserve you page space!    Thanks, Rick  

Above, Albert demonstrates  
making a basket arch. 
 
To the right and far right,  
Albert demonstrates the  
accuracy of using a jig to 
make ovals. 

Photos from last 
month’s meeting. 
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Thornton demonstrates 
the proper use of a beam 
compass . 

Albert and Thornton 
demonstrate making an 
oval with a pencil and 
loop of string. 

Albert demonstrates his 
method of making an    
elliptical arch. 
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8523 MAPLE STREET 

OMAHA, NE 68134 
402-391-1122 

Please Support Our Commercial Members  

 OWG MEMBERS!  
Show your membership card at Midwest   

Woodworkers and receive a 10% *Discount on 
most purchases!  

*(SOME ITEMS EXEMPT) 

 

OMAHA WOODWORKERS  
                 GUILD 
P.O. Box 241403 
Omaha, NE  68124-5403 

 


