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  The Omaha Woodworkers Guild is a nonprofit 
educational organization.  Our purpose is to help 
those interested in woodworking to help each 
other in their woodworking endeavors; to provide 
a forum for the exchange of ideas; and to provide 
demonstrations of woodworking techniques 
procedures and operations. 
  “Omaha Wood-Herald”, the official monthly 
newsletter of the Omaha Woodworkers Guild,  is 
mailed to members, sponsors and associates of the 
Guild.  Please send newsletter contributions to the 
editor, listed below, or to OWG Editor, PO Box 
241403, Omaha, NE 68124-5403. Unless 
otherwise noted articles may be reprinted with 
attribution. 
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN ………….. 
by Rick Froehlich 

                             March is that time of year, that it’s to early to cut the 
lawn or seed the garden.  Winter is trying to hang on for another few 
weeks, and a few warmer days makes you want Spring to get here even 
sooner!  This is the time of year, that I start thinking about fishing and 
summer activities for the OWG, especially our Woodcraftsman and 2x4 
Contest held each year during our OWG Picnic!   
 
For those of you newer members, let me explain.  Two year’s ago, our 
guild started the Woodcraftsman Contest, included during our annual 
OWG Picnic. This is a members only fun competition among friends, 
where members make one or more wood projects to enter.  Prize’s and 
awards are given to winners by the guild, but the fun and “Spirit” of 
friendly competition is the true important goal!  Kind of a special 
“SHOW ‘N TELL”, with prizes! 
 
Last year, we incorporated the 2X4 Contest!  To enter this competition, 
a member must make a wood project, using only a common lumber yard 
8 foot, 2x4 stud!  Our members had fun with this and I’m hearing a lot 
of buzz among our members, as to what they have planned, for this 
year! 
 
Our vice-president, Jim Dalen, is the Woodcraftsman Contest Chairman 
this year.  Rules for both contests will be available, so be sure to read 
them before you start your project's).  Prize’s and Awards will be given 
to winners! 
 
OWG SHOP NOTES     
In February, I started an Email page called OWG SHOP NOTES, for 
our on-line members.  I hope to compile enough useful information 
monthly, to benefit our members.  OWG SHOP NOTES, is intended to 
have helpful hints and “Bits and Pieces” of both fun and educational  
information from myself, as well as our fellow members!  If you have a 
shop hint or little “Trick of the Trade” associated with woodworking.  
Feel free to contact me and I’ll get the information in OWG SHOP 
NOTES!  Rfroehlich1948@aol.com  



TREASURER’S REPORT... 

 

 

            

Ending Balance 1/31/06
 $1,957.73 
  
Total Expenses        $0.00 
  
Dues    $220.00 
  
Ending Balance 2/28/06
 $2,177.73 
 

FOR  SALE BY MEMBERS 

See color photos on our website: 
www.OmahaWoodworkers.org 

SECRETARY’S REPORT... 
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President's Column continued from page 1  
 
OWG TOY HANDBOOK  
It started out hot, then cooled off with the winter winds!   No, this is not a 
line from a great novel, but the result of the Email I sent out awhile back 
about compiling a OWG TOY HANDBOOK.  Several members contacted 
me and told me that they liked the idea and would send photo’s and    
drawings of their toys!  A couple did, but we need more to make this hand-
book.  The handbook will be part of our guild library, as an aid for new 
and older members, looking for idea’s, for those Christmas toys our guild 
makes  for Santa each year. This will be an ongoing project for 2006! 

16” Laguna band saw with a mobile base and at least 10 new blades, 1250.00;  USA made Delta 
10” cabinet saw with 52” Unisaw fence, mobile base and router table, $1350.00.  Sliding table saw 
attachment and HTC roller out feed extra.  Both saws are in excellent condition with minimum use.  
Call Mike at 455-8714.   
 
 SHOP MADE SPINDLE SANDER (non-oscillating), works g reat! ....$35.00  
Call Rick Froehlich 991-3880 or RFroehlich1948@aol.com  

The March meeting of the Omaha Woodworkers 
Guild had 28 members in attendance. We also 
had 2 guests, Ed and Lee. It was announced that 
the annual picnic would be on July 8th. 
   
Rick led the discussion on changing our meeting 
place to Lowes on Dodge street.  Randy offered 
wood from some trees at the cemetery.  Lewis 
Pinch mentioned there was free ash wood in 
Springfield.  Dick Johns showed a standing clock 
he made. 
 
The  nights program was by Alfred Petersen. He 
showed how to build and use a tool sharpening 
station.  
  
It was announced that Midwest Woodworkers is 
back as a commercial member.  The meeting was  
adjourned about 8:20. 
                                                                               J.M. 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBER’S REPORT 

The Board meet March 3rd and approved the following 
membership fees: 
   Annual Dues : 
       Individual memberships: $30.00  
            All renewals due in January. 
            Current members : $35.00 after February meeting.        

 New members: Dues pro-rate for remainder of the      
 first year. 

        Commercial Memberships: $40.00 which includes 
         an ad in the newsletter.   
  
George Sinos is considering moving our website to 
GOOGLE as this would be a free site in order to save the 
charge of two domain names.  
 
Rick lead a discussion looking for new ways to encourage 
participation by more members in our judged contests.  He 
proposed to the treasurer and the board to fund somewhat 
more substantial prizes for contest winners 



 
 
 

Have a dull chisel or plane blade?  Get it back into shape and learn about some 
sharpening methods during OWG's march meeting.  Several members will  
demonstrate their favorite sharpening methods while putting a keen edge on 
your tools. 

 
In just over 4 months, we will be having the annual OWG picnic and members woodworking 
contests.  The categories and rules will be similar to previous years.  If all goes according to 
plan, we should have the details finalized for the March meeting. 
 
My favorite category is the TWOBYFOR Contest.  For those like me who are memory chal-
lenged, the purpose of this contest is to construct any project desired using only one standard 
SPF 8 foot 2X4.  This seemingly simple contest offers the craftsman quite an exercise in design, 
material selection, and craftsmanship skills in order to complete a project under very restrictive 
conditions. 
 
Here are some hints to help your project. 
 
1. Select your 2X4 early so it has ample time to dry in your shop.  Even the kiln dried Construc-
tion grade will feel damp to the touch when it just comes out of the pile.   
2. Select 2 boards that you think will work and clamp them together with spacers between 
them.  The reason for the 2nd one is to allow the selection of the best one after they have dried 
somewhat in your shop. 
3. Consider the size and placement of knots and the overall appearance of the wood.  Boards 
that have the grain running close to a right angle to the face (3 ½" side) are close to quarter 
sawn and will have less warpage. 
4. A design that requires less material while still being functional allows the project to appear to 
be constructed of more material than is actually used.  Examples are: 3 legs instead of 4; an 
open back in a cupboard; reducing thickness of parts (will 3/8" or ½" work in place of ¾"); and 
using open gaps if possible.  
5. Using the thinnest saw blade possible may save much material. 
6. After the parts are cut out, allow some additional drying time for the smaller pieces before 
assembling the project. 
7. The biggest single problem to overcome is using high moisture content wood.  As the wood 
dries, it warps, cracks open up at the ends and even in the interior areas, and shrinkage will    
occur in the width. 
8. A good design, patience and appropriate jointing will produce a project that is fun and        
challenging. 
 
                                                           

            

VICE-PRESIDENT’S LETTER... 
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New Programs are being  
scheduled now! 

Do you have an idea for a program you 
would like to see or present?   

Give Jim Dalen a call at 933-6607 or 
email him at jdalen@cox.net 
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  Please Print 

 

 Name: ______________________________________________ 
 Name of Business: ____________________________________  
 Address: ___________________________________________________ 
 City: __________________   State: ________   Zip Code: ____________ 
 Telephone Number: (___ ) ___________   E-mail:___________________   
Check here for No Paper Newsletter ____ 
 Amount Enclosed:  (Individual $30 or Business $40) ________ 

Bring to the meeting or mail to: 
 Gene Kathol, 13423 Corby Circle, Omaha, NE 68164 

Special note :  Call or stop in at Midwest Woodwork ers and ask about 
  

6% Off All JET, Peformax, Powermatic and Shop Fox p lus rebates!  

                              Please support our commercial members!  

March, 2006 
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       EDITOR’S COMMENT 

Below is a picture of 
what the blind man can 
see! 

Remembering to wear 
proper eye protection 
is a really good idea! 
 
And it doesn’t cost very 
much, either…………… 
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John McManus has been a member of the guild since 1993 and  has 
frequently demonstrated homemade jigs and various wood working 
techniques as well as sharing numerous projects at our “show and 
tell”.  He is in the business of lawn and tree care.  John’s main area of 
woodworking is cabinet making but more recently, he has developed 
an interest in bowl turning.  John’s list of projects include making most 
of his furniture and free standing cabinets along with numerous lamps 
and frames.  Other “hands on skill” include some or most of the home 
building trades.  John would like to become involved in the more    

artistic woodworking skills such as marquetry or intarsia.  His hobbies or other interests include riding 
motorcycles, shooting, playing tennis, running, flying kites and throwing boomerangs.   John self rates 
his level of expertise as “Intermediate” but judging from the projects that he has shared with the guild, 
I believe he is being overly modest.  His work illustrates true cuts, excellent fit and superior finishing.                     
                                                          
                                                                                                                                                Walt Strain 

            

                       Omaha Woodworkers Guild Member Personal Profile 

                     

               John  McManus 

Photos from the February Meeting 

DICK’S CLOCK 
ALFRED’S SHAPING DEMONSTRATION 
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OMAHA WOODWORKERS  
                 GUILD 
P.O. Box 241403 
Omaha, NE  68124-5403 

SPECIAL NOTICE!  
  

Starting Tuesday, March 21st at 7pm.  The regular m onthly meetings 
of the Omaha Woodworkers Guild will be held at 

 LOWES HOME CENTER, 7525 Dodge Street in Omaha! 
 
 
  

We will meet in the Shipping/Receiving dock area, a t the rear of the 
store.  Please note!  All members must enter throug h the front main 
doors of the store.  If you are bringing a "Show 'n  Tell" or items for a 
program or demonstration....stop at the front Custo mer Service Desk 

and tell them who you are and you need your item(s)  stickered.  
This is their store policy!  

  
 
 
 


