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PRESIDENT'SCOLUMN

By Dan Burns, President Omaha Woodworkers Guild

Finishing Secrets...Coloring Wood With Aniline
Dye (reprinted with permission, Russ Fairfield—
WoodCentral)

Wood can be colored with chemical or natural stains

and dyesin solid or mixed colors, and accented with
gilt, liming wax, or patinating wax in an unlimited number of variations.
If you want to know everything there is to know about coloring wood,
get a copy of the book, Coloring Techniques For Woodturners, by Jan
Sanders. The following isasummary of the techniques, and a discussion
of the areas that can cause problems. The presentation describes a piece
that isfirst dyed and then the grain is accented with either a gold cream,
or awhite liming wax. Either the dyeing or the accenting can be used
separately for different effects.

Dyes and Stains

Traditionally, the difference between adye and a stain is the size of the
color particle. Stains are very large insoluble particles that are worked
into the open spaces on the surface of the wood. Dye particles are near
molecular in size, are soluble, and occupy the open spaces in the cellu-
lose structure of the wood. For a comparison, if the dye particle were the
size of a BB, then the pigment particle would be the size of a pickup
truck. Sinceit isin the wood, the dye is more transparent and doesn't
mask the wood grain and texture like pigments that remain on the sur-
face.

These definitions can get confusing because there are prepared stains
that contain dyes, and wood colored dyes can be used in place of the
traditional stains.

Dyes are classified by the liquid that is used as the solvent - water, alco-
hol, or oil. The water-soluble dyes are ideal for wood turnings because
of their color brightness and clarity. They are more colorfast, easy to
apply, can be removed from our hands with repeated use of soap and

(Continued on page 4)

Have you started making toys?



TREASURER’S REPORT... I VICE-PRESIDENT'S LETTER... I

Month Ending August 31,
2005

Bal ance 7/31/05 $1, 710. 42
To George Sinos -$43.41
To Dan Burns -$64. 20
Bal ance 8/31/05 $1, 602. 91
KG-

SECRETARY'S REPORT.... I

The August meeting of the
Omaha Woodworkers Guild was
attended by 33 members

and Glen, our one guest. Doug is
back as librarian. Dan passed
around a copy of a phishing

scam. Rick talked about the Sat-
urday morning field trip to Lewis
Pinches mill.

For our Show and Tell, Joe
passed around a back scratcher,
and asked for help identifying the
type of wood from which it was
made. Thornton showed his new-
est taper jig. Herb showed a cou-
ple of turned pine bowls. Rick
also showed a bowl which was
one of hisfirst bowl turnings.
Gene Carkoski spurred a discus-
sion on choosing a surface
planer.

The nights program was by Al-
fred Peterson on making oval pic-
ture frames. The meeting ad-
journed approximately 8:40.

-JM-
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From Grandpa’s Workbench
by Rick Froehlich VP

PINCH SAWMILL FIELD TRIP EN-
JOYED AND EDUCATIONAL FOR
OWG MEMBERS!

Saturday, August 20, was the day of
our outing, to fellow Guild member,
Lew Pinch's Sawmill. About 20
members started the day by having
breakfast at Golden Corral, on north
90th street, at 8 am.

Shortly after

9, thisWagon

Master guided

our trainto-

wards our des-

tination, just a

few miles

northeast of

the old north Omaha airport.

Pinch's Sawmill and homeis located
in alush and beautiful walnut and
hackberry forest area. Lew'slang, is
asingle-lane entrance, so we had to
pack the wagonsin close for park-
ing. Lew met uson his 4-wheeler
and we al headed for the sawmill
area of his property.

We saw Lew handle the big heavy
logs and how he manages getting
them to the saw. Theselogs can
weigh from several hundred to sev-
eral thousand pounds and one of our
younger members helped Lew wran-
glethelog into position and chaining
it to awheeled carrier.

After this demonstration, we headed
for the sawmilling area, where we

New Programs are being
scheduled now!

Do you have an idea for a program you
would like to see or present?
Give Rick acall at 991-3880 or email
him at Rfroelich1948@aol.com.

www.OmahaWoodworkers.org

were shown the TIMBER
KING (brand) horizontal bandsaw.

Lew explained the machine and pro-
cedure for cutting boards. After pre-
viously sgquaring-up about an 8 foot
Basswood log, he started everything
and quickly cut a 2 inch board for
me and several other members, who
wanted one.

A deer made a quick appearance
while this was going on and stayed a
few seconds to check us all out!

A little later Lew showed everyone
his Solar Kiln and answered the
many questions, by many of our peo-
ple. Before departing, Lew gave
several members sample boards and
dabs for future projects. | walked
away with some nice walnut and
basswood and plan on putting them
to good use, in the near future!

Mr. Lew Pinch is one of the nicest
people a woodworker would ever
want to know and a great contributor
and supporter of our OWG member-
ship! He's very knowledgeable
about woods and the Sawyer aspect
of woodworking. If you need that
specia log made into lumber, con-
tact Lew. Hisbusinesscardisin our
business page of this newsletter!

THANKSMR. PINCH, FOR A
FUN DAY'!...Weredlly enjoyed
everything!

Rick

COMING EVENTS... I

ThisMonth
Tuesday, September 20th

Building Wooden Airplanes
by Harold Ostler
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Saw Mill Photos... I Official Notice... I

Elections

September is election month.
The nominees are,

President: Rick Froehlich
Vice-President: Jim Dalen
Secretary: John McManus

Treasurer: Ken Grigsby

Other nominations may be ac-
cepted from the floor on election
night.

Charter and By-laws

The charter and by-laws
| have been updated to elimi-
' nate some internal inconsis-
tencies and bring them up to
date with our current prac-
tices.

There will be copies avail-
able for examination at the
meeting. They can be ap-
proved by avote of the
membership.

Y ou must be present to vote.

Page 3 September 2005



President’s Column... I

(Continued from page 1)

water, and are compatible with the oil and lacquer fin-
ishes. They are aso very slow drying, making it easy to
apply an even coloring without overlaps. Colors can aso
be easily blended through atransition, such as ayel-
low/green/blue, or blue/purple/red.

The water will raise the grain of the wood surface, but
thisisaminor problem with a simple solution. The ani-
line dyes distributed by Craft Supplies are made by Libi-
ron and they are of good quality for about $3.00 per
ounce.

While not raising the grain, alcohol and solvent soluble
dyes dry too fast to apply a primary color over large areas
without having visible overlaps. This faster drying makes
them a better choice when a sharp color separation is de-
sirable such asfor grain painting, stenciling, or artistic
forms.

Blackberry juice, burgundy wine, and boiled wal nut
husks are sources of natural dyes. | have not had any suc-
cess using Rit® or similar dyes made for cloth. These
dyes are a heat-setting type and must be boiled into the
material being dyed, and | have never found boiling to be
agood technique for finishing wood.

A third method for coloring wood is by a chemical reac-
tion of various solutions with the wood itself. An exam-
ple of thistechnique isthat of Ebonizing. The reaction of
the tannins in the wood with a solution of vinegar and
dissolved iron particles will impart a black color to the
wood. Other reactions will create other colors. These
techniques will not be a part of this discussion.

Mixing The Dye Solution

The dye powder should be dissolved mixed according to
manufacturer’ s directions. The dye solution can be di-
luted later if amore transparent color is desired. Mix
well, cover thejar, and let it cool. Strain the solution to
remove any sediments before using.

Selecting The Wood

Any wood can be dyed any color. The wood should be
bleached before using the light or transparent colors such
asthe yellow or red. If the grain will be accented, then
use a strong open grain such as Ash or white oak.

Dyeing The Wood
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Dyeing the wood will take atotal of about 30 minutes,
spread over atime of 5 to 7 days. An overnight wait
every time the wood is wetted will insure that it is thor-
oughly dry for the next step. The following discussion is
based on a solid uniform coloring of the turning.

Day 1 - Preparing The Wood

The wood surface has to be smoother than for any other
finishing technique. The dye will accent every surface
blemish, including torn grain, tool marks, and sanding
scratches. But, natural defects and bug holes can add
character to the wood. The wood should be bleached be-
fore applying yellow or red. The wood bleach made by
Kleen-Strip® will give good results without alot of ef-
fort.

Wet the surface of the wood with a damp paper towel
whileit is spinning on the lathe. Set it aside until the next
day so that it isthoroughly dry. Surface dry isn't good
enough.

Day 2 - Final Sanding & First Dye Coat

Sand with 600-grit or steel wooal to just remove the sur-
face fuzz that was raised from the water. Sand in both
directionsto get areally smooth and whisker-free sur-
face. Any more than thiswill expose a new surface. With
the piece in the lathe, lightly moisten the wood surface
with adamp paper towel, and then apply the first coat of
dye. If the end color will be black, thisfirst application
should be adark blue. Thiswill color-correct the black,
and prevent the formation of a bronze glaze on the sur-
face. A sponge brush is an excellent applicator. Dip the
handle in the dye to identify the brush after using it, rinse
it out, and save it for the next time.

Spin the wet turning in the lathe and remove all excess
liquid with a paper towel. Be careful not to throw dye
around the room.

Day 3 - Second Dye Coat
Put the piece in the lathe and burnish the surface with a

dry paper towdl. This removes any |oose dye from the
surface, and should be done after every application.

M oisten the surface with a damp paper towel and apply
the second coat of dye. If the end result isto be black,
then thisisthe first coat of black dye. If the final color
will be the same as the first, then thiswill be the final

(Continued on page 7)
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Photos from August... I
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See more color photos on our website:
www.OmahaWoodworkers.org
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EDITOR S NOTES...

Paperwork...

The OWG board has been busy

thismonth. Over the last few

years we' ve changed the way the
guild handlesa
few of the formali-
ties.

Elections, for in-
stance, were origi-
nally held in De-
cember. A few
years ago we quit meeting in De-
cember because of the many con-
flicts with holiday and family
commitments, and the elections
were changed to September.

Dan will bring the modified char-
ter and bylaws to the meeting for
your examination and approval.

Speaking of Elections..

Please come to the September
meeting to vote for your new slate
of officers. Remember, you must
be present to vote.

High Flyer..

I’m looking forward to the Sep-
tember program. Harold Ostler
will tell us how he makes wooden
airplanes. These planes might be
abit big for Santa’ s bag, how-
ever. He's making the full size,
real thing.

Antique Restoration...

Does your family bring home
projects for you to complete as
favorsfor friends? My daughter
recently brought home afriend’'s
cutting board in need of repair. It
had split into pieces and needed
to be re-glued.

This cutting board had belonged
to the friend’ s great-grandmother
and had family recipes and other
cooking information written on
the back.

It was complicated by someone’'s
earlier attempt to re-glue the

pieces with Gorilla glue and rub-
ber bands used as clamps. There
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| Name of Business. I
: Address: :
I City: State: Zip Code: |
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: Amount Enclosed: (Individua $25 or Business $35) :
: Bring to the meeting or mail to: :
| KenKratky, 34404 E Park Highway, Louisville, NE 68037 I
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was foam all over the surface.
The pieces that had held together
were at odd angles and many of
the boards had bits of rubber band
glued to the surface.

| think sometimes we forget that
things we consider basic or sim-
ple may be quite difficult for
someone with no knowledge of
even the simplest materials and
techniques.

The damage needed to be re-
paired without removing the writ-
ing on the back. It wasn’t diffi-
cult. It just required a bit of pa-
tience, careful work, and alight
touch with a scraper.

Once the pieces were cleaned up
it was a simple matter to glue the
board back together again.

The owner was quite happy to see
this simple family heirloom back
in one piece.

See you at the meeting,
-GS

Classifieds... I

Classified ads are a free benefit of
your membership...

September 2005



HARDWOOD HEAVEN

QUALITY WOODWORKING HARDWOOD
HARDWOODS SUPPLIES FLOORING

J E T PORTER CABLE EE';;[’TAH‘E

PROS
3822 S. 14th St.
Lincoln, NE 68502
(402) 423-5993

3619 S. 138th Street

Omaha, NE 68144 freud

(402) 758-6711

FLOHR ELECTRIC SERVICE, INC.
“POWER TOOL REPAIR CENTER”

Authorized Service for Most Mgjor Brands

PARTS * SERVICE * ACCESSORIES

( Factory Reconditioned Tools )

BOSCH Router Bits- Lowest Price GUARANTEED

4356 S. 90" Omaha, NE 68127
Phone (402) 331-6863  WATS (800) 370-6863

8523 MAPLE STREET
OMAHA, NE 68134
402-391-1122

President’s Column...

(Continued from page 4)
application of dye. Burnish the surface with a soft paper towel
whileitisstill wet.

Day 4 - Third coat of dye
Repeat Day 3 if the final color will be black. If not, go to the
next step.

Day 5 - Enhance The Grain

Buff the dyed surface with a clean paper towel. The same
technique is used for all accenting colors. We have not put
any finish on the wood because we want the grain to be open
to be filled with the coloring wax. A coat of Danish Qil can be
applied and allowed to dry before continuing. This will seal
the dyed surface without filling the grain. Do not use afilm
finish such as lacquer or avarnish.

Spread the grain accenting color over the entire surface. |
like to use gold gilt cream or white liming wax. Fingers are
the best applicators.

Let the piece sit for about 15 minutes. Then spin the piece
in the lathe and remove the excess color from the surface with
a soft cloth that has been dipped in aliquid wax or an
oil/varnish wiping finish. Follow this 2 or 3 times with aclean
dry paper towel. When you are finished, you will know why
the earlier warning about tool marks and torn grain. Set the
piece aside for 48 hours.

Day 7 - Applying A Finish

We have several choices of finish. We can apply aliberal
coat of paste or liquid finishing wax to the entire surface. Spin
the piece in the lathe and wipe the surface with a clean towel
while the wax is gtill wet. DO NOT use a hard finishing wax
stick because it will abrade the dyed surface and remove the
dye and grain enhancing wax.

Or, we can spray on alight coat of Deft®.

Or, we can apply a Tung Oil finish such as Waterlox® or
Gillespie's®. Use Watco if there is nothing else available. Do
not wait; wipe it off immediately with the piece spinning in
the lathe. Done! Hold it up and admire!

Some Things That | Have Learned (The Hard Way)

They may be a bit more expensive, but Libron® aniline
dyes are excellent. So are all of their other products. Check
out their web site at http://www.woodfinishsupply.cony .
Craft Supplies sells Libron dyes.

Whenever | refer to a soft cloth, | have found Viva® to be
softer and more absorbent than other brands.

Use distilled water because the metallic salts and chlorine
in tap water will change the color and reduce the shelf life of
the dye solution.

The shelf-life of the dissolved dye is from 6 monthsto a
year. Storeit in aclosed Mason jar in acool dark place.
Throw it out when a bronze colored film forms on its surface.

See you at the meeting...
-DB-
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