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  The Omaha Woodworkers Guild is a nonprofit 
educational organization.  Our purpose is to help 
those interested in woodworking to help each 
other in their woodworking endeavors; to provide 
a forum for the exchange of ideas; and to provide 
demonstrations of woodworking techniques 
procedures and operations. 
  “Omaha Wood-Herald” , the official monthly 
newsletter of the Omaha Woodworkers Guild,  is 
mailed to members, sponsors and associates of the 
Guild.  Please send newsletter contributions to the 
editor, listed below, or to OWG Editor, PO Box 
241403, Omaha, NE 68124-5403. Unless 
otherwise noted articles may be reprinted with 
attribution. 
 

President 
  Dan Burns 402-397-6415 
                                   dbcub@msn.com 
Vice Presidents 
  Rick Froehlich  402-991-3880 
                    Rfroehlich1948@aol.com 
  Bernie Moore  402-431-9538 
                DianeBernieM@Yahoo.com 
Secretary 
   John McManus 402-289-4165 
                          jmcmanus66@cox.net 
Membership 
   Ken Kratky 402-234-2481 
                                kratkyk@alltel.net 
Treasurer 
   Ken Grigsby 402-292-9343 
                         jayhawksNE@aol.com 
Librarian 
   Doug Peetzke 402-697-0786 
                               peetzke@radiks.net 
Editor 
   George Sinos  402-592-2876 
                                       gsinos@att.net 

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 

President’s Remarks 
By Dan Burns, President Omaha Woodworkers Guild 

 
Woodturning Finishes  -  Varnishes/Oils - Part 1  
(reprinted from Wood Central with permission of  Russ 
Fairfield) 
 
 
The Varnishes -- A Very Brief Summary 
 
There are four types of varnish - alkyd, polyurethane, 

spar, and quick-drying. Any of these varnishes can be substituted when-
ever we mention "varnish" in this discussion. 
 
Alkyds are the traditional varnishes made from a polyester resin. For a 
crude reference, think of polyester as the resin that is used in Fiber-
glass®. These varnishes are durable, flexible, resistance to abrasion, 
have good adhesion qualities, resistant to discoloration from UV and 
light, and are relatively less expensive than the other varnishes. Their 
only negative is that they are very slow drying and will take 24-hours to 
dry sufficiently for recoating. For this reason alone, the alkyd varnishes 
are becoming difficult to find as a furniture finish, but their superior 
qualities make them the choice for floor finishing varnishes. 
 
Polyurethane resins have replaced the alkyds for only one reason - they 
dry and cure faster. They are also more water resistant. But, several of 
the benefits of the alkyds have been sacrificed. Polyurethane varnishes 
are not light and UV resistant, and therefore will turn "yellow" rather 
quickly. They can also have adhesion problems with themselves and 
other finishes. 
 
Spar varnish is a formulation of phenolic and alkyd resins in Tung Oil. 
Another crude comparison would liken phenolic resin to Bakelite®, wa-
terproof, and very hard. Spar varnish is a relatively hard finish with su-

(Continued on page 3) 

Happy Father ’s Day! 

www.OmahaWoodworkers.org 
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SECRETARY’S REPORT... 

John will be back next month with a 
report on the June meeting. 

Coming Events... 

 

New Programs are being  
scheduled now! 

Do you have an idea for a program you 
would like to see or present?   

Give Rick a call at 991-3880 or email 
him at Rfroelich1948@aol.com. 

This Month 
Tuesday, June 20th 

 
Using and Collecting Hand Planes by 

Jim Dalen 
also 

Belt Sander  Races 
 

July 19th 
Jigs and Fixtures 

 
Coming Soon 

Alfred Petersen 
“Circular Picture Frames”  

TREASURER’S REPORT... 

Month Ending May 31, 2005 
Balance 4/30/05             $2,492.45 
Receipts  
      Dues                                  $35.00 
Disbursements 
      Picnic                               -$74.16 
      Postmaster                       -$74.00 
      Dan Burns                      -$400.00 
      Dan Burns                      -$250.00 
 
Balance 5/31/05                  $1,877.61 
 

Cost of Picnic 
 

Shelter Rental                          $75.00 
Famous Dave’s                      $292.71 
Ice                                              $4.76 
Soft Drinks                               $19.12 
Plastic Tableware                    $19.20 
Gift Certificates                      $210.00 
Door Prizes                              $32.05 
Total                                       $652.84 
 

To Dan Burns                        $650.00 
City of Omaha Deposit            $75.00 
Sale of Soft Drinks                $    2.00 
                                              $727.00 
 
Deposited in account               $74.16 

                     
  -KG- 

www.OmahaWoodworkers.org 

2005 OWG PICNIC MORE 
SUITED AS AN ESKIMO 
OUTING! 
                 by Rick Froehlich VP 
  
First off, I want to thank all of the 
brave souls and dedicated mem-
bers, who attended our Annual 
Guild Picnic at Zorinsky Lake, 
this past May 14th.  
 
With the temperature in the 
mid-50©s and 
the winds 
whipping-up 
around 20 to 
25 mph gusts, 
it was a very 
uncomfortable 
event, to say 
the least! That 
news aside, we did have a lighter 
turn-out than last year, but good spir-
its among our members and guests 
help bat-off the chill in the air! 
 
Seems that this odd Spring played a 
little number on us for certain.  No 
one could say that they went away 
hungry, as there was and always is, a 
lot of great food both catered and 
donated by our good people. 
 
As one of the organizer©s of our 2nd 
Annual Woodcraftsman Contest, I 
was a little disappointed with the 
smaller number of Guild Member 
participation, in this year©s contest. 
In 2004, we had 34 members enter-
ing the contest.  This year, we had 
only 10 members make something.  
Come on, let©s make next year©s 
numbers grow a whole lot gang! 
 
The following is the members and 
the nice items entered in this 
year©s contest: 
 
Gene Carkoski: Turned Pen Set, Bowl 
& Dragon Toy 
Doug Peetzke: Turned Pen Set 

Vice-President’s Letter… 

Mike Dougher ty: Oak Table 
Jim Dalen: Mahogany Tray & Shaker 
Pedestal Table 
Chuck Kensinger : Dressing Mirror 
Jewelry Cabinet 
Dale Harr ison: Coaster Wagon 
Dick Johns: Coffee Table & Jewelry 
Box 
Dave M iller : Martin Bird House 
And 
Walt Strain: Fancy Shelf 
  
This year©s Woodcraftsman Con-
test  winner©s were:  
1st  Chuck Kensinger 
2nd Dale Harrison 
3rd Dick Johns 
 
Winner©s in the 2X4 Catagory 
were: 
1st Gene Carkoski,  
2nd Jim Dalen 
3rd Walt Strain. 
 
Congratulations again guys!   
 
Each winner received a gifts certifi-
cate to Hardwood Heaven and will 
be presented a special recognition 
certificate at our June OWG meet-
ing! A special recognition certificate 
was given to our friend and newslet-
ter editor, George Sinos, for a job 
well done and for his serious dedica-
tion to our Guild! 
     
The Belt Sander Races were re-
scheduled to the June meeting due to 
the weather conditions. 
  
Thanks again to everybody attend-
ing this year©s event, for  making it 
work!  

-RF- 
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President’s Column... 

perior water resistance and flexi-
bility. It has a good resistance to 
damage from either acid or alkali 
substances or deterioration from 
light and UV. Unfortunately, it is 
very slow drying and it has a 
naturally deep yellow color. 
 
Fast-drying, or VT, varnishes 
have been modified with styrene 
resins to produce a very fast dry-
ing time that is similar to that of a 
nitrocellulose lacquer. This speed 
comes with the sacrifice of the 
protective properties found in the 
other varnishes. 
 
Which Varnish? 
 
It should be obvious from a com-
parison of the properties of the 
various varnishes that we should 
be using either alkyd or spar for 
our woodturnings. Either will of-
fer the flexibility to move with 
the wood as it changes with sea-
sonal moisture changes, and pro-
vide the durable surface protec-
tion required for an item that will 
see frequent handling over a pe-
riod of many years. Although I 
have preferred the alkyd var-
nishes for many years, it has be-
come difficult to find as a furni-
ture finishing product. However, 
it is readily available as a floor 
finish, but usually in nothing less 
than a 1-gallon container. I started 
using spar several years ago be-
cause it was easier to find. I have 
not found it to be superior to the 
alkyd as a finish for turned wood. 
 
Many woodturners prefer the 
higher gloss from fewer coats and 
faster drying of the polyurethane 

(Continued from page 1) varnishes. I don©t use them be-
cause I don©t like their plastic ap-
pearance. They may be faster dry-
ing, but adhesion can be a prob-
lem, and they turn yellow and de-
teriorate with age and exposure to 
light. The manufacturers have 
added a variety of ingredients in 
an attempt to solve these prob-
lems, but they have only suc-
ceeded in reducing them while 
increasing their cost. 
 
Gel Finishes 
 
These finishes have been pro-
moted as "the answer" to our 
wood finishing problems. Gel fin-
ishes are the polyurethane varnish 
resins without the liquid solvents. 
These are the solids that will set-
tle to the bottom of a can of poly-
varnish. These finishes will give a 
more uniform surface coloring 
because they do not penetrate as 
deeply into the end grain as the 
liquid varnishes. Other than that, 
they have all of the same charac-
teristics associated with any other 
polyurethane varnish. Bartley©sÒ 
and General FinishesÒ are the 
most recognized brand names. 
 
(More finishing info next month 
in part II of this article.) 
   

                                                                                                                            
-DB- 
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Belt Sander Races... 
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Craftsman Contest and 2x4 Competition Winners…                    
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Picnic and Contest Entries... 

See more color photos on our website: 
www.OmahaWoodworkers.org 

www.OmahaWoodworkers.org 
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Classifieds…                    

Random notes - 
 
Just a few notes to wrap up a few 
loose ends. 

The Directory.  
Normally we 
publish the an-
nual member 
directory in the 
May issue of the 
newsletter. 
 
The May and 

June issues were filled to the 
gills.  Eight pages is the limit for 
our postage budget.  I’ ll make an 
effort to trim things down in the 
July issue and make the directory 
a priority. 
 
The directory issue will be mailed 
to everyone.  The on-line version 
will still be available through the 
web site, but the directory pages 
will be absent. 
 
 
Pr ivacy. On a related note, I’ve 
had a couple of requests for our 
membership list.  One from a 
vendor, the other from a young 
fellow looking for employment. 

 
We’ve had a long standing prac-
tice of not sharing the member list 
with non-members.  There are no 
plans to change that practice. 
 
 
Classified ads. I’ve noticed an 
increase in the use of the classi-
fied ads.  Keep it up.  It’s a bene-
fit of your membership. 
 
 
Elections. Start thinking about 
nominations for next year’s offi-
cers.  Elections are coming up in 
a couple of months. 
 
 
Chr istmas.   OK, it’s time to start 
thinking about those Christmas 
toys and gifts.  Just think, if you 
start now think how soon you’ ll 
be done!   
 
Picnic.  Well, July and August 
were too hot.  May was too cold.  
Maybe next year we should try 
June?!?! 
 
See you at the meeting,  
                                            -GS- 

Editors Notes... 

Classified ads are a free benefit of 
your membership… 
 

From Dan Burns: 
 
I received a call today from John 
Cahill's wife. She tells me that she 
still has quite an inventory of wood 
from John's workshop and is anxious 
to sell it off at exceptional sav-
ings...she needs the space. 
  
Contact: Mrs. John Cahill 
              12711 Westwood Lane 
               Tel: 334-5550 
 

—- 
 
DRILL PRESS: bench top drill press, 
3/4 hp motor, 12 speed. AMT 
(American MACHINE & TOOL.) This 
is a heavy duty unit.  It was pur-
chased new and is in good working 
order.  Asking $100.00 

Contact: Bernie Moore 
              DianeBernieM@Yahoo.com 
 

—- 
  
BANDSAW: Bench top, 9 inch.  Ex-
cellent size for small to medium 
sized projects! Almost new! 
Paid $140, SELL FOR $60.00 
 
SPINDLE SANDER: (non-oscillating) 
Homemade $25.00 
 
JET TENONING JIG: Will fit many 
tablesaws with standard miter slot.  
Used only one time!  Paid $150, 
SELL FOR $100 
  
Contact: Rick Froehlich 
              991-3880 
             RFroehlich1948@aol.com 
  

� � � � � �� � � � 	 � 
 � � 
 
 �� � �� � �
  Please Pr int 

 

 Name: ______________________________________________ 
 Name of Business: ____________________________________  
 Address: ___________________________________________________ 
 City: __________________   State: ________   Zip Code: ____________ 
 Telephone Number: (___ ) ___________   E-mail:___________________   
Check here for No Paper Newsletter ____ 
 Amount Enclosed:  (Individual $25 or Business $35) ________ 

Bring to the meeting or mail to: 
 Ken Kratky, 34404 E Park Highway, Louisville, NE 68037 
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QUALITY 
HARDWOODS 

WOODWORKING 
SUPPLIES 

HARDWOOD 
FLOORING 

3619 S. 138th Street   
Omaha, NE  68144  

(402) 758-6711 

HARDWOOD HEAVEN 

DELTA 
THE POWER OF THE 

PROS 

freud 

 

PORTER CABLE����

3822 S. 14th St.   
Lincoln, NE  68502

(402) 423-5993 

J E T 

FLOHR ELECTRIC SERVICE, INC. 
 

“ POWER TOOL REPAIR CENTER”  
 

Authorized Service for Most Major Brands 
 

PARTS  *   SERVICE  *   ACCESSORIES 
 

Factory Reconditioned Tools 
 

BOSCH  Router Bits- Lowest Price GUARANTEED 
 

4356 S. 90th  Omaha, NE  68127 
Phone (402) 331-6863         WATS  (800) 370-6863 
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8523 MAPLE STREET 

OMAHA, NE 68134 
402-391-1122 

www.OmahaWoodworkers.org 
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